Renegades Rugby

Match Report

Nov 29 Away Mildenhall/Red Lodge Lost 24-22 . ~

Team

Starting Lineup
1) Geoff Kirby 2) Matt ‘Faiersy’ Faiers 3) Tom ‘Proccy’ Procter
4) Ryan Cox 5) Matija Krkovic
6) Cameron Witheridge-Pearce 7) Barney Baker 8) Lewis Pannett
9) Doug Ellis 10) Brendan Salmon
11) Michael ‘Dids’ Did-Dell 12) Alfie Salmon 13) Joe Wilson 14) Josh ‘Slugz’ Vail

15) Nathan Williamson

Replacements
16) Richard ‘BTW’ Fickling

Report

The weather forecast for the day was dismal and the Gods delivered a biblical rainstorm just before
the game began to make sure all players were well marinaded before kickoff. However, that was it
and despite some very threatening clouds, there was no rain during actual play. Despite the luxury of
having 16, quite a few players were playing out of position, with Proccy going prop and Barney
playing flanker for the first time.

Mildenhall kicked off. It became apparent that the two sides were evenly balanced. For most of the
first 30 minutes the play stayed in the middle of the pitch with forays into the opposing 22 by both
teams with nothing to show on the scoreboard. At around the 30-minute mark, Proccy went on one
of his trademark runs from deep inside his own half. He managed to get deep into the Mildenhall
half before being felled but managed an offload to Ryan Cox, who carried further before being
chopped himself. The ball came from the resulting ruck to Proccy again who powered over the line
under the posts to open the scoreboard. Brendan made short work of the conversion, 0-7.

Alfie was forced off with an ankle injury, and Richard came on. Mildenhall responded with a period
of pressure which saw them advance to the Renegades tryline and it looked as if they had scored,
when the referee decreed that they had been held up. Renegades took the goal line drop out and
managed to relieve the pressure for a while. However, Mildenhall came again and spun the ball wide
to their athletic 14 who ran from just inside the Renegades half, breaking a couple of tackle attempts
on the way, to touch down about 15m from the left touchline. The conversion was good, 7-7.
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As half time approached, Geoff was passed the ball close to the halfway line, and he set off on one
of his power runs. Mildenhall got hands on him inside their 22, but Geoff wasn’t stopping. He scored
and the conversion attempt was close but no cigar, 7-12. That’s how it stayed until half time.

Early in the second half, Mildenhall had a scrum they went blind and one of their players bashed his
way almost to the tryline. From there the spread it left and scored undern the posts. The conversion
was good, 14-12.

Brendan was forced to withdraw due to a damaged left foot. Renegades were down to 14. Despite
the numerical disadvantage, Renegades built an attack and approached the Mildenhall line. A ruck
under the posts fed Proccy who powered over. The conversion attempt missed, 14-17. A short while
later, a penalty near the Renegades 22 was kicked by Mildenhall to level the score, 17-17.

With around 10 minutes to go, the Mildenhall 14 struck again with a strong run along the left
touchline. He managed to power over in the left corner leaving a challenging conversion, which their
10 struck beautifully and sailed between the posts, 24-17.

With the clock ticking, Renegades dug deep and built a strong offensive to try to snatch the game
back. They advanced into the Mildenhall 22 and on towards the goal line. Mildenhall defended
staunchly but not always legally, resulting in a series of 5m penalties. The final penalty went to
Proccy who went left, probing for the space to cross the line. He had to go very wide to find it, but
find it he did, and scored a few metres from the corner. The conversion was very challenging and
Proccy struck it well. The direction was spot on, but it unfortunately fell just short, 24-22. The final
whistle blew and that was that.

It was a challenging game with key players playing out of position. All credit to everyone on the field
who played hard, but in a good spirit. The injury toll was heavy with Alfie, Brendan and Joe having to
visit hospital to deal with sprains and ligament damage. Wishing all three of them a speedy recovery.

Nathan Williamson for staunch defence.

«%f Dan Phillips for prioritising his flight to Vietnam rather than helping his mates when
3 they were down to 14.

Scores
Tries: Tom ‘Proccy’ Procter (3), Geoff Kirby

Conversions: Brendan Salmon

Match Report by Eddie ‘Billbob’ Murphy
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